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Key Economic Indicators
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Malaysia Exports (1995 – 2017)
USD 350 bil.
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Malaysia Exports by Category in 2017 (USD 316 bil.)
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Malaysia Exports (monthly)

Reaching an all time high of 97122 MYR Million in October of 2018

MYR, MillionBy country in 2018
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Where did Malaysia Export in 2017 (USD 316 bil.)
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Malaysia Government Revenues (quarterly)
Reaching an all time high of 67168.60 MYR Million in the fourth quarter of 2018.

Government Revenues refer to all receipts the government gets, including taxes, custom 
duties, revenue from state-owned enterprises, capital revenues and foreign aid. MYR, Million
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Ease of  Doing Business in Malaysia

Malaysia is ranked 15 among 190 economies

Ranking Position

15th
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Malaysia Foreign Direct Investment (quarterly)

Foreign Direct Investment in Malaysia averaged 7769.40 MYR Million from 2005 until 
2019, reaching an all time high of 21725.64 MYR Million in the first quarter of 2019.
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Investment by Country (USD)
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11th Malaysia Plan (2016-2020)
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Transforming Services Sector, 2016-2020

Strategy A1: Fostering a dynamic environment for knowledge- intensive services

by accelerating human capital development as well as enhancing access

to technology and R&D;

Strategy A2: Implementing comprehensive and integrated governance reforms by

strengthening coordination and collaboration between various

stakeholders as well as modernising the current regulatory regime;

Strategy A3: Stepping up internationalisation by assisting firms to export services

through better access to funding, upskilling, and market intelligence;

Strategy A4: Enhancing the management of investment incentives with a more

effective, transparent, and performance- based incentives programme;

and

Strategy A5: Expanding modern services towards higher value-added subsectors,

including the halal industry, ecotourism, and ICT.
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Expanding Modern Services
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ECONOMY

SOCIAL

ENVIRONMENT

SUSTAINABLE  GROWTH

ease of doing business
competitiveness

public safety

public health

public security

protection 
of resources

lowering
CO

fairness

REGULATIONS
• Legislations (Acts)
• Sub-Legislations 

(Regulations)
• Standards
• Guidelines
• Etc.

Outcomes of  Regulations
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ECONOMIC
REGULATIONS

ECONOMY

SUSTAINABILE GROWTH OF ECONOMY

Easy for Business to Enter the Market

Easy to Conduct Business Activities

• Efficient public service
• Transparency of regulations
• Predictability of regulation 

enforcement

OUTCOMES
• Investments
• Employment
• Business Profitability
• Business Innovations
• Government Revenue
• Productivity

Outcomes of  Economic Regulations



MALAYSIA PRODUCTIVITY CORPORATION 21

License

Permit

Registration

Notification

Inspection

Payment

Self Regulation

BUSINESSES REGULATORS

REGULATORY BURDENS

Regulatory Compliance
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2.5%
of GDP

Source:  Hilmer (2013)

Estimated Cost of  Regulatory Burdens
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National Policy on The Development And 

Implementation of  Regulations - New Regulations
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Reducing Unnecessary Regulatory Burdens 

(RURB) Methodology – Existing Regulations
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9th Malaysia Plan 10th Malaysia Plan 11th Malaysia Plan

Established 
PEMUDAH

Introduce GRPSetting up Regulatory 
Review Department Expand GRP

Public-Private 
Collaboration

Conducive Business 
EnvironmentHigh Income Nation Comprehensive 

Governance Reform

2005-2010 2011 - 2015

To get out of 
Middle Income Trap

Reduce Red 
Tape

Improve Business 
Ecosystem

To accelerate & 
expand GRP 

initiatives

2016 - 2020

• Monitor & 
implement DB 
reforms till present

• Issued NPDIR Circular
• Conducted Moderising

Business Licence, 
Reducing Unnecessary 
Regulatory Burdens

• Established state & 
Local Government  GRP 
Policy

• Malaysia Productivity 
Blueprint

• Liberalisation of 
Services Sectors

Malaysia Regulatory Reform Journey
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GRP

Regulatory Quality Regulatory Delivery

Guillotine

• Focusing on domestic 
trade barriers and 
licenses/ permits 
requirements

Modernising
Business Regulation

• Focusing on improving 
specific  sectoral 
regulatory requirements

MyCURE

Non-Tariffs Measures

• Focusing on improving 
and  removing red tapes 
and Bureaucratic  
requirements within the 
government  delivery  
process

• Focusing on regulations 
that causing an 
international  trade 
barriers and their 
inefficiencies

RIA-National 
Secretariat

State GRP

• Focusing on development 
of GRP and RIA 
infrastructure for state 
and their agencies

• Focusing on promoting, 
facilitating and assessing 
RIA initiatives and 
requirements

Unified Public 
Consultation

GRP at Federal Level

• Focusing on development 
of GRP and RIA 
infrastructure for federal 
ministries  and their 
agencies

• Develop and managing a 
One Stop Centre for 
online public 
consultations

Malaysia’s GRP initiatives
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Publications on GRP
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Why the World Bank’s Ease of  Doing Business 

Ranking is important?

• Common reference to regulators – private.

• Clear and transparent methodology with case studies and 
apply over 190 economies. (frontier and laggard)

• Learning tool for greater improvement in regulatory delivery 
and minimising regulatory  compliance cost to business.
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LIFE-CYCLE OF A BUSINESS
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EODB 2019 RANKING

ASEAN 
RANKING

WORLD RANKING
(190 Economies) 

COUNTRY SCORE %

1 2 SINGAPORE 85.24

2 15 MALAYSIA 80.60

3 27 THAILAND 78.45

4 55 BRUNEI 72.03

5 69 VIETNAM 68.36

6 73 INDONESIA 67.98

7 124 PHILIPINES 57.68

8 138 CAMBODIA 54.80

9 154 LAO 51.26

10 171 MYANMAR 44.72

11 178 TIMOR-LESTE 41.60
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Malaysia Productivity Blueprint

Target to achieve National 
Labour Productivity Growth 
of 3.7% per annum.
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Malaysia

Productivity

Agenda
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Productivity Improvement at National, Sector and 

Enterprise Levels
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Productivity Improvement Drivers
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Productivity Improvement: National-Level Initiatives
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Productivity by Subsectors
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Malaysia GDP Growth vs Labour Productivity Growth (1995-2015)
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Thank you, “Terima kasih”


